Sunshine Region Retreads
1434 Golden Park Ct.
Tallahassee, FL 32303

November/December 2013 Newsletter
Mark Your Calendar
2014 Events
Feb 8 Eastern PA Winter Banquet at Yoder’s
March 7-16 Daytona Bikeweek, Daytona, FL
March 15 Sunshine Region Retreads Fellowship Luncheon , Daytona, FL
April 25-26-27 Leesburg Bikefest, Leesburg, FL
May 5-8 International Retread Rally, Branson, MO
May 15-17 Mid-Atlantic Retread Rally, Bird-In-Hand, PA
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Website www.floridaretreads.org
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Sunshine Retreads

Welcome back Snowbirds !!! We miss you
during the summer.

Area Reps
North Central
Wayne Howell

I want to start by saying I have decided to not sell the Retread trailer.
wehowell@windstream.net
There is too much love and work that
386 659 2419
went into it. We do however need to
South East
help Bobby Farris clean it up and start
Erik Turner
using it. It is my hope that we can
et8631@bellsouth.net
schedule some events where it can be
used. I have been told a lot of the cur321 727 8631
rent membership did not even know
Webmaster
that we owned a trailer. It is equipped
Robert Farris
with pots and pans, tables, burners and
webmaster@floridaretreads.org audio equipment. Any Sunshine Retread member is welcome to use
it.
352 793 8199
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We have not had much luck finding a location in the Leesburg area
to have a Fellowship Luncheon during Leesburg Bikefest. I have
again reserved Duff’s Cafeteria in Daytona during Bike Week
(March 15th). If someone is able to find a place in Leesburg, we can
schedule a second event. I suggest we could also schedule an outdoor event using our trailer and equipment.
The 2014 membership cards are on their way in. We
will again have two free memberships for the winners of
an Early Bird registration.
In closing, Carol and I wish all a very
happy and blessed Thanksgiving and a
merry and glorious Christmas.

Sunshine Region Retreads Meeting Schedule
Homosassa Nature Coast Retreads
BOATHOUSE RESTAURANT 1935 S.E. Hwy 19 CRYSTAL RIVER, FL 34429
Saturday, 8am We have breakfast and ride follows
Jacque Iverson 352 637 4693 jiverson4@tampabay.rr.com

Inverness Retreads
B&W Rexall Drug Store, Citrus Plaza, 214 S. Hwy Inverness
Sunday & Wednesday
Bob Fernandes

9am Ride follows

352 341 5762

fernandes.robert88@yahoo.com

Jacksonville North East Florida Retreads
Meeting places and ride destination are announced weekly via email.
Ride schedule is determined quarterly during a chapter outing and posted via email.
Lynn Keen 904 259 1531 jlkeen1@gmail.com
Richard Axelberg

904 268 1444

riax@comcast.net

Leesburg Retreads
Cracker Barrel Restaurant

9450 US 441 Leesburg

Tuesday 8:00AM
Gary Weber

gwandcw@centurylink.net

352 728 3964

MaryAnn Etter

352 323 8388

etteracres@embarqmail.com

Melbourne Retreads
Golden Corral Restaurant Palm Bay Road , Palm Bay
Tuesday

5pm

Erik Turner

321 727 8631

et8631@bellsouth.net

Port St. Lucie Treasure Coast Retreads
Cross Roads Rest. 5050 128th Ave. Okeechobee
Every 2nd Sunday, 9am
Bob and Karen McGhee

772 528 4547

lobosmcg@aol.com

Tallahassee Retreads
The Country Kitchen Rest.
Red Hills Honda
Jack Schardine

5810 N. Monroe St. Tallahassee

4003 W. Pensacola St. Tallahassee
850 212 1930

Saturday

Thursday 9am
9am

jackschardine@comcast.net

Treasure Coast News

by Bob and Karen McGhee

For those that didn't get to ride to Solomon's Castle with us last Saturday, you missed a good time. The weather was
great and so was the ride. When we got into Okeechobee for breakfast, Bob's temperature gage said 59 degrees..Now that was cold but loved it. After breakfast we rode on to Solomon's Castle and saw deer and bald eagles
and wild turkeys along the roadside. We toured the castle and had lunch in the Boat In The Moat. Several people even
got to talk to the creator of all the artwork and was fascinated by his stories.
December 7 is the Pioneer Days at Fort Christmas. I had mentioned that we should plan on riding to Fort Christmas
for a couple of hours and then ride to St. Augustine for the night. Only one couple said to me that they wanted to go. I
spent all day Sunday calling hotels and motels whose rates I thought would be within most budgets. They are all
booked up that weekend. That includes the motel we stayed at two years ago when we went. The hotels/motels within
walking distance run from $100 to $250 a night. So after some discussion with the other couple, we decided we want
to go regardless and will be making our own reservations. If anybody decides to go, you can (1) make your reservations at your choice or (2) call me and I'll let you know where we are staying. The hotels/motels are filling up fast. For
those that just want to go to Fort Christmas, I'll have the plan on where to meet in the next newsletter.
December is our holiday party and I will update on when and where in the next newsletter.
Happy Thanksgiving to all and your families.
Bob and Karen McGhee

Leesburg News

by MaryAnn Etter

Twenty nine of our bike buddies showed up today for breakfast at Cracker Barrel and a lovely ride. Since our Secy just got back from Penna after a six week
hiatus we need to do some catching up.
Randall Sumner showed up every Tuesday at CB after the scheduled rides took
a vacation just in case someone showed up to ride. He said sometimes two,
three or four people would show up and then no one came so he jumped ship
also. The rides started at the beginning of October. On oct 8th Randall Sumner
won the 50/50 of $20.00. On the 15th Gary Weber won $20.00. On Oct 22 Ken
(Grumpy) Weston won $10.00. On October 29 Carol Weber won $15.00 and today Jim Davis won $20.00 since he gave MaryAnn Etter a hug and she drew the
winning ticket!
Gary and Carol Weber led the ride today and even though it started out with
showers it did clear up to be a beautiful day. They ended up at Jeremiah’s Pub
in Mt. Dora for one of their fabulous lunches. Today was Gary’s birthday so we
all sang to him. He’s _5 years old today. Happy Birthday and many more ole
man!
Next week we will be following Fred and Marge Hackett. Thanks Fred and
Marge!
We welcomed some new members – Tom and Sandy Woods and Arnie and
Doris Garris. Glad to have you on board.
Bob and Diana Evans brought a trike down from up north for their relatives,
Rod and Linda Egner so they rode with us today. Then they will be going to their
home in Sarasota, Fl. Welcome back anytime and give the Wingnuts a try out of
Tampa.
Just a word of warning to those that have trikes - - Yesterday when unloading
my trike off a trailer the overflow pan under the trike bottomed out on the point
where the ramp meets the trailer breaking the plastic tank and spilling antifreeze over the ground. I am having a new pan put on and a skid plate underneath to protect the overflow pan. Bond Bayse said he had the same problem
and since he put a skid plate over the pan he has had no problem since.

Tallahassee News

JACKSONVILLE NEWS - Submitted by Lynn Keen
Throughout this period our group has enjoyed a variety of rides to many great destinations. However the highlight would have to be what is affectionately known as "THE GEORGIA MOUNTAIN TRIP".
Five eager travelers left Callahan, FL on Oct 6th at about 7:00 am Sunday Morning. Our intended destination
being a cozy log cabin outside of Suches, GA where we would meet up with the 6th member of our group. The
early part of our trip was hampered by heavy fog which made the going stressful and slow. At least we didn't
have to deal with the rain that was originally forecast. After about 2 hours of riding in heavy fog we lucked out
and it cleared and the remainder of the trip was pleasant and uneventful. We arrived at the cabin at about 3:30
pm. Upon arrival we found our final member, who had driven in from NC relaxing on the back porch. After
unloading and relaxing for a short time we headed for town for a bite to eat followed by a trip to Wally World to
stock up on our food items for the remainder of the week.
Monday morning we awoke to temps in the high 40's and another occurrence of heavy fog but with a forecast
for highs in the low 70's and sunny for the afternoon. Ate a quick breakfast suited up and headed out on our
ride. Our destination was the Wheels Through Time Motorcycle Museum in Maggie Valley NC. After a fairly
short run in the fog the weather gods smiled on us and we enjoyed clear sky and warm temperatures. Arrived
in Maggie Valley about lunch time and found a small family dinner where we ate our fill and headed over to the
Museum. I hadn't visited the museum for a couple of years and was impressed with the number of bikes that
have been added to the display. It also seems like every nook and cranny of the building is crammed with interesting artifacts related to the early days of motorcycling. We spent probably and hour and a half there but one
could easily spend a day or more and still not take in all that's there to be enjoyed. Had a quiet ride back to the
cabin and popped a couple of gourmet frozen pizza's in the oven for supper.
The following morning we again awoke to a cool 45 deg but thankfully no fog in sight. We had planned about a
2 hour ride over to Tellico Plains, TN to visit a small motorcycle outfitter and a great little lunch shop where all
the baked goods are made on site in a brick oven. I had programmed a route in my gps which should have put
us in Tellico about 11:00 am. Unfortunately, the "BITCH IN THE BOX" as my gps is fondly known sent us on an
interesting but less than direct route. We joked that we finally found the Middle Of Nowhere! We spent probably an hour wandering around narrow mountain roads in and around a TVA dam and associated lake before
we found our way back to a road with a State ID. It wasn't all bad as we had some good riding, great weather
and eventually found our way to the intended restaurant. Had a great lunch and spent about 2 1/2 hours riding
back to the cabin sticking strictly to numbered routes. After a little relaxation we fired up the grill and prepared the evening meal and looked forward to a good nights sleep before beginning another fun filled day of
mountain riding.
Wednesday we again experienced a beautiful cool mountain morning and decided that after the preceding
day's rather long day of riding we would opt for a shorter and relaxing outing. With that in mind we headed out
for Helen, GA. If your not familiar with Helen, it's a small tourist town that's modeled after an Alpine Village
with many small and interesting shops and several great little restaurants. We arrive mid morning and spent a
couple of hours browsing through many of the interesting boutiques where a few of our group indulged in
some gourmet coffee, pastry, fudge and other assorted delicacies. We followed that up with a relaxing lunch
seated on the veranda adjacent to the Chattahoochee River. Following lunch we enjoyed another relaxing ride
through some beautiful mountain scenery and arrived back at our cabin and began preparation for our evening meal accompanied by a few adult beverages.
Thursday provided us with yet another spectacular mountain morning with the anticipation and getting one
last ride over the mountain twisties before returning to FLAT LAND. With that in mind we headed out of Georgia into North Carolina. After a couple of hours we arrived at the north end of one of my favorite roads in the
area, Wayah Rd. While not as challenging or as technical as the Dragon, it is a scenic route that follows the
northern part of the Nantahala river and includes several small water falls and enough twists and turns to put
a smile on my face. With one exception this was yet another great day. The exception was a finish nail in my
rear tire. Prior to the trip I had purchased and installed an after market tire pressure monitor. After completing
our run down Wayah road I noticed the monitor flashing which means that one of my tires had exceeded the
low pressure limit that I had programmed into the unit. Upon closer examination it indicated that my rear tire
was at 29 psi rather than the 40 which is normal. At that point I had not experienced any unusual handling and
so decided to head off to find a business that might be able to help resolve my issue. Several miles down the
highway we found a bike shop that agreed to inspect my tire. That is where we discovered the nail. The accommodating owner offered to sell me a replacement tire for $400. With a deep desire to keep my $400 and
after a little arm twisting he agreed to plug the hole for me. Yea, I know your not supposed to plug bike tires
but being a frugal individual I felt that the repair would get me safely home, which it did, where I could better
manage the situation.
Friday morning we packed the bikes for the return trip back to our homes in Florida. The ride home was uneventful and our group arrived back in the Jacksonville area around 6:00pm. Overall we covered roughly 1500
miles and enjoyed roughly 600 miles of mountain riding in the north Georgia, North Carolina and Tennessee

FOR SALE

For Sale:
Motorcycle Cargo Trailer (pull behind cycle)
Aluminum Frame, Diamond plate &Black
With Chrome Wheels
Asking: $ 850
Contact: Denny 352-637-4693 4693

FOR SALE:
Tri-fold motorcycle loading ramp
$100
Jack Schardine-850 212 1930
jackschardine@comcast.net

Price reduced !!!!! Now $11,999

2014 BIKE WEEK SUNSHINE REGION
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
WHEN:

Saturday, March 15th 11:00 am till 1:30 pm

WHERE:

Duff’s Cafeteria, Sunshine Mall
2400 S. Ridgewood Ave. Daytona Beach
(COST ABOUT $8.00 FOR LUNCH)

Our guest speaker will be announced at a latter time
WHO: All Florida, out of state and potential new Retreads
members are invited.
MORE INFO: Jack Schardine 850 212 1930
Or email at jackschardine@comcast.net
DOOR PRIZES---BUY RETREAD GOODIES---PLAY 50/25/25

See you there!!

